How Can We Get Ready For You?
A Dialogue with God #8 - Pastor Gary Combs - 3/29/15 - Malachi 4:1-6

Malachi 4:1-6 (ESV) ' “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant
and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun
of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the
stall. sSAnd you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on
the day when | act, says the Lord of hosts +‘Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes
and rules that | commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. s*Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet
before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. ¢And he will turn the hearts of fathers to
their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a
decree of utter destruction.”

HOW TO GET READY FOR THE DAY OF CHRIST'S RETURN:

1. for the Day of judgment is coming.

Isciah 1:27-28 (ESV) Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by
righteousness. But rebels and sinners shall be broken together, and those who forsake the Lord
shall be consumed.

Acts 2:37-38 (ESV) Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and
the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?2"” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

2. that the Day of God’'s redemption is
near.

Luke 21:28 (ESV) Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (ESV) 'Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no
need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. sWhile people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then
sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and
they will not escape. “But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a
thief. sFor you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the
darkness. ¢<So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7For those
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. sBut since we belong to
the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the
hope of salvation. *For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ, owho died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with
him. "Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.



3. that great and dreadful Day appears.

Acts 3:18-21 (ESV) But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would
suffer, he thus fulfiled. Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ
appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things
about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.



