Are You Growing in Loving and Forgiving?
Diagnosing Your Spiritual Health #3 — Pastor Gary Combs — May 11, 2014 Mother’s Day - 1 John 4:7-21

1 John 4:7-21 (ESV) "Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does
not love does not know God, because God is love. ®In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so
that we might live through him. '%n this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
"Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 2No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us. "By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. *And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. '®So we have come
to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. "By this is love
perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. "®There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. *We love because he first loved us. 2If
anyone says, ‘I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not
seen. 2'And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

DIAGNOSING YOUR SPIRITUAL HEART CONDITION:

1. Are you growing in ?

John 3:16 (NKJV) For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life.

Romans 5:8 (NKJV) But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Matthew 22:36-40 (ESV) ...“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. ...

2. Does God’s love increasingly ?

Romans 5:5 (NKJV) Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

John 13:34-35 (ESV) A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

1 Corinthians 13:4-8, 13 (NIV) Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. ... And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

3. Are you experiencing the ?

Romans 8:31-39 (ESV) ...For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Matthew 5:43-48 (ESV) “You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But | say to you, Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. ...



