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Jonathan Minter – June 15th, 2014  – Luke 18:9-14

Series Theme Verse: Psalms 118:8 (ESV) It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to 
trust in man.  How many of you struggle with issues of control?

Luke 18:9-14 (ESV) 9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one 
a Pharisee and the other a tax  collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed[a] thus: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. 12I  fast twice a week; I  give tithes of all that I  get.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far 
off, would not even lift  up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

MOVING FROM A SELF-CENTERED RELIGION TO A GOD-CENTERED 
RELATIONSHIP:
1.  Trust Christ for _______________________________.
Romans 3:22-24 (NLT) We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is 
true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are. For everyone has sinned; we all fall short 
of God’s glorious standard. Yet God, with undeserved kindness, declares that we are righteous. 
He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins.

2.  Focus on ________________________________________ instead of rule-
keeping
Matthew 9:10-13 (NLT) Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner 
guests, along with many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. But when the Pharisees 
saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with such scum?” When Jesus 
heard this, he said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do.” Then he added, 
“Now go and learn the meaning of this Scripture: ‘I want you to show mercy, not offer sacrifices.’  
For I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are 
sinners.”

Hosea 6:6 (NLT) I want you to show love, not offer sacrifices. I want you to know me more than I 
want burnt offerings.



3. Approach God and others __________________________________.
Proverbs 6:16-17 (ESV) There are six things the Lord hates—no, seven things he detests: haughty 
eyes...

1 Peter 5:5-6 (NLT) ...And all of you, serve each other in humility, for “God opposes the proud but 
favors the humble.” So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time 
he will lift you up in honor.


