The Habit of Bible Study

The Seven Habits of Growing Christians #3 — Pastor Gary Combs — 9/21/14 — Joshua 1:6-9

Joshua 1:6-9 (NLT) Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that | swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong
and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the
left, that you may have good success wherever you go. 8This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night,
so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.
®Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you

go.
A. Why study the Bible?

1. Because of its

2. Because of its

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
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3. Because of its

Psalm 1:1-3 (NIV) Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his
delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.

B. How to study the Bible:
1. Develop a consistent

Deuteronomy 17:18-19 (NLT) When he sits on the throne as king, he must copy these laws on a scroll for himself in the presence of the Levitical priests.
He must always keep this copy of the law with him and read it daily as long as he lives. That way he will learn to fear the Lord his God by obeying all the
terms of this law.

2. Work at being a serious and lifelong

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV) Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

3. Look for

James 1:22-25 (NLT) But don't just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the word
and don't obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully into the
perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.



