The Habit of Graceful Giving

Seven Habits of Growing Christians #6 — Pastor Gary Combs — 10/12/14 — 2 Corinthians 8-9

2 Corinthians 8:1-7 (ESV) "We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, %for in a
severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3For they gave according
to their means, as | can testify, and beyond their means, of their own free will, “begging us eamestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints—
Sand this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. éAccordingly, we urged Titus that as he had
started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. 7But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in
our love for you —see that you excel in this act of grace also.

How to develop the habit of graceful giving:
1. Give

Deuteronomy 15:10 (NIV) Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your
work and in everything you put your hand to.

2 Corinthians 8:7 (NLT) ... | want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving.

2 Corinthians 8:8-12 (ESV) 8 say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. °For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. °And in this
matter | give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. "So now finish doing it as well, so
that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have. '2For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to
what a person has, not according to what he does not have.

2. Give

2 Corinthians 8:12 (NIV) For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable ...

John 10:18 (CEV) No one takes my life from me. | give it up willingly! | have the power to give it up and the power to receive it back again, just as my
Father commanded me to do.

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 (ESV) The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. "Each
one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

3. Give

Psalm 100:1-4 (GW) Shout happily to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord cheerfully. Come into his presence with a joyful song. Realize that the Lord
alone is God. He made us, and we are his. We are his people and the sheep in his care. Enter his gates with a song of thanksgiving. Come into his
courtyards with a song of praise. Give thanks to him; praise his name.

2 Corinthians 9:8-11 (ESV) 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in
every good work. °As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” '®°He who supplies seed to the
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. "You will be enriched in every way
for all your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.

4. Give

Luke 6:38 (NIV) Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with
the measure you use, it will be measured to you."

Malachi 3:8-10 (NIV) "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse--the whole
nation of you--because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the Lord
Almighty, "and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.



