
To Handle the Truth 
NOT ASHAMED  #2 – Pastor Gary Combs – November 16, 2014  –  2 Timothy 2:1-26

2 Timothy 2:15 (ESV) Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of 
truth. 

SEVEN IMAGES THAT HELP US HANDLE THE WORD OF TRUTH WITHOUT SHAME: 
1. God’s __________________. 
Text: 2 Timothy 2:1-2 (ESV) 1You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2and what you have heard from me in the presence 
of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 

2 Thessalonians 2:15 (NLT) With all these things in mind, dear brothers and sisters, stand firm and keep a strong grip on the teaching we passed on to 
you both in person and by letter. 

2. God’s ____________________. 
Text: 2 Timothy 2:3-4 (ESV) 3Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please 
the one who enlisted him. 

Hebrews 4:12 (ESV) For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and 
of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  

Ephesians 6:17 (NIV) Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

3. God’s ______________________. 
Text: 2 Timothy 2:5 (ESV) 5An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 

1 Corinthians 9:25 (NLT) All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. 

4. God’s ______________________. 
Text: 2 Timothy 2:6-13 (ESV) 6It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. 7Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you 
understanding in everything. 8Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9for which I am suffering, 
bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the 
salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 12if we endure, we will 
also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; 13if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself. 

Luke 9:62 (ESV) Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  

Joshua 1:7 (ESV) Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn 
from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. 

5. God’s _______________________. 
Text: 2 Timothy 2:14-19 (ESV) 14Remind them of these things, and charge them before God  not to quarrel about words, which does no good, but only 
ruins the hearers. 15Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 
16But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness, 17and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are 
Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18who have swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the faith of some. 
19But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart 
from iniquity.” 

1 Corinthians 2:1-2 (ESV) And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I 
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
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6. God’s _____________________. 
Text: 2 Timothy 2:20-23 (ESV) 20Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable use, 
some for dishonorable. 21Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful 
to the master of the house, ready for every good work. 22So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who 
call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. 

John 15:3 (ESV) Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.  

Ephesians 5:25-27 (ESV) ...Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 
blemish. 

7. God’s _______________________. 
Text: 2 Timothy 2:24-26 (ESV) 24And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 25correcting 
his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, 26and they may escape from the snare of the 
devil, after being captured by him to do his will. 

Hebrews 5:12-14 (ESV) For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of 
God. You need milk, not solid food, for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. But solid food is for the 
mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil. 

1 Peter 3:15 (GW) But dedicate your lives to Christ as Lord. Always be ready to defend your confidence in God when anyone asks you to explain it. 
However, make your defense with gentleness and respect.
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