How Have We Dishonored You?
A Dialogue with God #2 - Pastor Gary Combs - 2/15/15 - Malachi 1:6-14

Malachi 1:6-14 (ESV) ¢“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then |
am a father, where is my honore And if | am a master, where is my feare says the
Lord of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, ‘How have
we despised your name?e’ ’By offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say,
‘How have we polluted you?' By saying that the Lord’s table may be despised.
8When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evile And when you offer
those that are lame or sick, is that not evil¢ Present that to your governor; will he
accept you or show you favoreg says the Lord of hosts. YAnd now entreat the
favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. With such a gift from your hand, will
he show favor to any of you? says the Lord of hosts. '°0Oh that there were one
among you who would shut the doors, that you might not kindle fire on my altar
in vain! I have no pleasure in you, says the Lord of hosts, and | will not accept an
offering from your hand. ''For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will
be great among the nations, and in every place incense will be offered to my
name, and a pure offering. For my name will be great among the nations, says
the Lord of hosts. '?But you profane it when you say that the Lord's table is
polluted, and its fruit, that is, its food may be despised. '3But you say, ‘What a
weariness this is,” and you snort at it, says the Lord of hosts. You bring what has
been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering!
Shall | accept that from your hand? says the Lord. '“Cursed be the cheat who
has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is
blemished. For | am a great King, says the Lord of hosts, and my name will be
feared among the nations.”

HOW TO OFFER WORSHIP THAT HONORS GOD:
1. worth with your whole heart.

Psalm 86:12 (ESV) | give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and | will
glorify your name forever.

Mark 7:6-7 (ESV) ... "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “‘This
people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship
me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ (Jesus quoting Isaiah 29:13-14)

John 4:23-24 (ESV) But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship
him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”



2. his worth with your whole life.

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV) | appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spirifual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be tfransformed by the renewal
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect.

Hebrews 12:28-29 (ESV) ... let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and
awe, for our God is a consuming fire.

3. worth to the whole world.

Mark 16:15 (ESV) Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel o the whole creation.

Romans 15:16 (NLT) | am a special messenger from Christ Jesus to you Gentiles. | bring
you the Good News so that | might present you as an acceptable offering to God,
made holy by the Holy Spirit



