
How Have We Spoken Against You? 
A Dialogue with God #7 – Pastor Gary Combs – 3/22/15 - Malachi 3:13-18 

Malachi 3:13-18 (ESV) 13“Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. 
But you say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to 
serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in 
mourning before the Lord of hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant blessed. 
Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’” 
16Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid 
attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him 
of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, 
says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I 
will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18Then once more you 
shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one 
who serves God and one who does not serve him. 

HOW TO CHANGE YOUR GRUMBLING INTO GRATITUDE: 

1.Recognize how your complaining is _____________________. 

Exodus 16:6-7 (ESV) So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At 
evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has 
heard your grumbling against the Lord. For what are we, that you grumble 
against us?” 



2.  Let the fear of the Lord ______________________________. 

Proverbs 141:3 (ESV) Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the 
door of my lips! 

Philippians 2:12-15 (ESV) Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so 
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 
that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the 
midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in 
the world 

3. Serve like one who belongs to God’s 
___________________________. 

Romans 8:32 (ESV) He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 
how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 

Matthew 6:1-3 (NLT)  “Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be 
admired by others, for you will lose the reward from your Father in heaven. When 
you give to someone in need, don’t do as the hypocrites do—blowing trumpets 
in the synagogues and streets to call attention to their acts of charity! I tell you 
the truth, they have received all the reward they will ever get. But when you 
give to someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing. Give your gifts in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will 
reward you. 




