O Holy Night

Carols #2 - Pastor Gary Combs - December 13, 2015 - Luke 2:1-14

Luke 2:1-14 (ESV) 'In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. “And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. ¢And
while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8And in the same region
there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. ’And an angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 1°And the angel said to them, “Fear
not, for behold, | bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. ''For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. '2And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” 'And suddenly there was with the angel a mulfitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying, '*'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

How to Really Celebrate Christmas:

1. Accept the of Christ.

Romans 3:25 (NLT) For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they believe
that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood.

1 John 4:10 (NIV84) This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins.

2. Receive the of Christ.

Galatians 4:5-7 (NLT) God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his
very own children. And because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to
call out, "Abba, Father.” Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you are his child, God has made
you his heir.

Ephesians 2:13 (NLT) But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you
have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ.

3. Meditate on the of Christ.

John 1:1, 14 (NASB) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ... And the
Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of
grace and truth.

Colossians 1:27 (GW) God wanted his people throughout the world to know the glorious riches of this mystery—which is
Christ living in you, giving you the hope of glory.



