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2 Corinthians 9:1-7 (ESV) ' Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints, 2 for | know your readiness, of
which | boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready since last year. And your zeal has
stired up most of them. 3 But | am sending the brothers so that our boasting about you may not prove empty in this matter, so that
you may be ready, as | said you would be. 4 Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, we
would be humiliated—to say nothing of you—for being so confident. 5 So | thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on
ahead to you and arrange in advance for the giftf you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.
¢ The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each
one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

THREE TRAITS OF THE BELIEVER'S READY GENEROSITY:

1. of the new self in Christ.

2 Corinthians 8:12 (NIV) For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according fo what one has, not according to what one
does notf have.

John 6:38 (ESV) For | have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.

John 10:18 (GW) No one takes my life from me. | give my life of my own free will. | have the authority to give my life, and | have the
authority to take my life back again. This is what my Father ordered me to do.”

2. of the new mind in Christ.

Ephesians 1:5 (NLT) God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is
what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.

Philippians 2:4-5 (ESV) Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also fo the interests of others. Have this mind among
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.

3. of the new heart in Christ.

Deuteronomy 15:10 (ESV) You shall give fo him freely, and your heart shall not be grudging when you give to him, because for this
the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake.

Acts 20:35 (ESV) In all things | have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words
of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

Hebrews 12:2 (ESV) Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.



