Being Ready

READY FOR CHRIST’'S RETURN #1 - Pastor Gary Combs - June 5, 2016 - 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (ESV) ! Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4
For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, > because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. ¢ And
you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that
you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. & For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth
from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. ? For
they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you furned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God, '° and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come.

HOW TO BE READY FOR CHRIST’'S RETURN:
1. Work of Faith: .

John 6:28-29 (ESV) Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing the works of God?2" Jesus answered them, “This is the
work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”

Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV) For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast.

2. Labor of Love:

1 Corinthians 11:1 (ESV) Be imitators of me, as | am of Christ.

1 John 2:4-6 (ESV) Whoever says "l know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but
whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: whoever says he
abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.

1 Peter 2:21-24 (ESV) For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in
his body on the free, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

3. Steadfastness of Hope:

John 14:1-3 (ESV) Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms. If it
were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also.

Matthew 24:42-44 (ESV) Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the
master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have
let his house be broken info. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.



