Cooperating with God’s Goal

READY FOR CHRIST'S RETURN #é - Pastor Gary Combs - July 10, 2016 - 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 (ESV) '2 We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and
admonish you, '* and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. '* And we urge
you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all. '> See that no one repays
anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone. '¢ Rejoice always, 7 pray without ceasing, '8
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 2 Do not despise
prophecies, 2' but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 2 Now may the God of peace himself
sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24
He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 25 Brothers, pray for us. 2¢ Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss. % | put you under
oath before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

HOW TO COOPERATE WITH GOD’S GOAL FOR YOU:

1. your spiritual leaders.

Hebrews 13:7 (ESV) Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life,
and imitate their faith.

Hebrews 13:17 (NLT) Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are
accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit.

2. fellow believers.

Hebrews 10:24 (ESV) And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works.

Proverbs 27:17 (NIV84) As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.

3. on the Spirit.

Romans 8:9 (GW) But if God's Spirit lives in you, you are under the control of your spiritual nature, not your corrupt nature.

Galatians 5:22-25 (ESV) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.



