Standing Firm in Suffering
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2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 (ESV) ' Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 8 We ought always to give thanks to God for you,
brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. 4
Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the
afflictions that you are enduring. ° This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the
kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering — ¢ since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict
you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus. ? They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his
might, ' when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because
our testimony fo you was believed. '" To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and
may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, '2 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in
you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

How to Stand Firm in Suffering:

1. that suffering reveals the authenticity of your faith in Christ.

1 Peter 1:6-7 (NLT) So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many trials for a little while. These
trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than
mere gold. So when your faith remains stfrong through many ftrials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day
when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.

James 1:2-4 (ESV) Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

2. that suffering is temporary and precedes glory with Christ.

1 Peter 5:10 (ESV) And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ,
will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.

Revelation 21:3-4 (ESV) Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and
God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shalll
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.

3. calling and power to persevere in suffering for Christ.

1 Peter 4:12-13 (ESV) Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his
glory is revealed.

Psalm 62:7 (ESV) On God rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge is God.



