
Living in Harmony 
Exiles #3 - Pastor Jonathan Minter - November 27, 2016 - 1 Peter 2.4-17

1 Peter 2:4-17 (ESV) 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5you 
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble 
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 11Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against 
your soul. 12Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 13Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be 
to the emperor as supreme, 14or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15For 
this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16Live as people who are free, 
not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 

How we can live in harmony as exiles in our world: 
1. ________________________________ that we are God’s people. 

Galatians 3:28-29 (ESV) There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 

Romans 9:24-25 (ESV) What if … He has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? As indeed he says in Hosea, 
“Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’  and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’ And in the very place 
where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’” 

Titus 2:13-14 (ESV) …Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his 
own possession who are zealous for good works. 

2. _____________________________________________________ among unbelievers for God’s glory. 

2 Corinthians 8:21 (ESV) ...for we aim at what is honorable not only in the Lord's sight but also in the sight of man. 

Philippians 2:14-15 (ESV) Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God 
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world. 

Matthew 5:16 (ESV) In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven. 

3. _____________________ ourselves to human authority for God’s sake. 

Matthew 22:19-21 (ESV) [Jesus speaking] “Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to 
them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God’s.” 

Jeremiah 29:4-5,7 (ESV) Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce...But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent 
you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 

Titus 3:1-2 (ESV) Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, to speak 
evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. 
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