
Standing Firm in God’s Work 
Stand Firm #4 - Pastor Gary Combs - November 6, 2016 - 2 Thessalonians 3:6-17

2 Thessalonians 3:6-17 (ESV) 6 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any 
brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you 
ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but 
with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. 9 It was not because we do not have 
that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: 
If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 11 For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but 
busybodies. 12 Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their 
own living. 13 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 14 If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note 
of that person, and have nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a 
brother. 16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all. 17 I, Paul, write this 
greeting with my own hand. This is the sign of genuineness in every letter of mine; it is the way I write. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you all. 

How to Stand Firm in God’s Work: 

1. Work with _____________________________. 

1 Thessalonians 2:9 (ESV) For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden 
to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (NLT) ... And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. For God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are 
Christ’s ambassadors... 

2. Work with _____________________________. 

1 Thessalonians 4:11 (ESV) … and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we 
instructed you. 

Romans 12:4-6 (ESV) For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, 
though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us, let us use them. 

3. Work with _____________________________. 

Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT) Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.” 

Colossians 3:23 (ESV) Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men. 

Galatians 6:9 (ESV) And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.
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