
Resolved. 
Pastor Jonathan Minter - January 1, 2017 - 1 John 2:7-17 

1 John 2:7-17 (ESV) 7Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you 
had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. 8At the same time, it is a 
new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is 
passing away and the true light is already shining. 9Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still 
in darkness. 10Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. 11But 
whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is 
going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 12I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are 
forgiven for his name's sake. 13I am writing to you, fathers,    because you know him who is from the 
beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, 
children, because you know the Father. 14I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the 
beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and 
you have overcome the evil one. 15Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world - the desires of the flesh and the desires 
of the eyes and pride of life - is not from the Father but is from the world. 17And the world is passing away 
along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

Breaking the cycle of New Year’s Resolutions: 

1. Remain in God’s Light: _________________________________________. 
1 John 3:11 (ESV) For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one 
another 

Leviticus 19:18 (ESV) You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, 
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

Matthew 22:35-40 (ESV) ...a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets. 

John 13:34-35 (ESV) A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. 

Matthew 6:14-15 (ESV) For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 
but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

2. Remain in God’s Word: ________________________________________. 
Colossians 3:16 (ESV) Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

Psalm 119:11 (ESV) I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 

Deuteronomy 8:3 (ESV) ...man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from 
the mouth of the Lord. 



3. Remain in God’s Will: __________________________________________. 
Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV) Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 

Psalm 37:4 (ESV) Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 


