Receiving Christ's Love
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1 John 4:13-21 (ESV) '3 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. ' And we have
seen and tfestify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. '> Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. ' So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have
confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. '® There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts
out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. '? We love because he first loved
us. 2 If anyone says, “l love God,"” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen
cannot love God whom he has not seen. 2 And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his
brother.

How to experience the abiding love of Christ:

1. as Savior and Lord.

John 15:4 (ESV) Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in me.

Romans 10:9 (ESV) If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.

Ephesians 3:17 (NLT) Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him.

Galatians 2:20 (ESV) | have been crucified with Chirist. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life | now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

2. in Christ’s love.

John 15:9 (ESV) As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love.

Hebrews 3:6 (ESV) Chirist is faithful over God's house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our
boasting in our hope.

Psalm 46:1-3 (ESV) God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives
way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble
at its swelling.

Ephesians 3:17-19 (NLT) Christ will make his home in your hearts as you frust in him. Your roofs will grow down into God’s love and
keep you strong. And may you have the power to understand, as all God's people should, how wide, how long, how high, and
how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is foo great to understand fully.

3. Christ’'s love with others.

John 15:11 (ESV) This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you.

1 Peter 4:8-9 (ESV) Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one
another without grumbling.

Ephesians 5:1-2 (NLT) Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Live a life filled with love,
following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.



