
Set Free to Live Free 
Set Free #7 – Pastor Gary Combs – October 29, 2017 – Galatians 5:1-15

Galatians 5:1-15 (ESV) 1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 2 
Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage to you. 3 I testify again to every man who 
accepts circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. 4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the 
law; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 6 
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love. 7 You were 
running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8 This persuasion is not from him who calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the 
whole lump. 10 I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, and the one who is troubling you will bear the 
penalty, whoever he is. 11 But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the 
cross has been removed. 12 I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves! 13 For you were called to freedom, 
brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is 
fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are 
not consumed by one another. 

Avoiding the threats to our freedom in Christ: 
Threat #1: We undervalue our __________________.  
 Recognize Christ’s _______________________________. 

Philippians 3:8-9 (ESV) Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 
God that depends on faith 

Threat #2: We lose it in ______________________.  
 Keep “running” with the ___________________. 

1 Corinthians 1:18 (ESV) For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God... For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles,  but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

Romans 7:4-6 (NLT) So, my dear brothers and sisters, this is the point: You died to the power of the law when you died with Christ. 
And now you are united with the one who was raised from the dead. As a result, we can produce a harvest of good deeds for 
God. ...now we have been released from the law, for we died to it and are no longer captive to its power. Now we can serve  

Threat #3: We misuse it for ____________________.  
 Serve others in the __________________________. 

1 Peter 2:16-17 (ESV) Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 
Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

2 Peter 2:18-20 (ESV) For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping 
from those who live in error. They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a 
person, to that he is enslaved. For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 

Romans 13:8-10 (ESV) Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 


