How Long?

Living in Babylon #8 – Pastor Jonathan Combs – April 8, 2018 – Daniel 8:1-27
Daniel 8:1-27 (ESV) 1 In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared to me, Daniel, after that which appeared to
me at the first. 2 And I saw in the vision; and when I saw, I was in Susa the citadel, which is in the province of Elam. And I saw in the
vision, and I was at the Ulai canal. 3 I raised my eyes and saw, and behold, a ram standing on the bank of the canal. It had two
horns, and both horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and the higher one came up last. 4 I saw the ram charging
westward and northward and southward …

How to be confident in God’s plans for our future:
1. Recognize the _________________________ of God’s plans.
Isaiah 46:9-11 (NIV) Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none
like me. I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will
do all that I please.’ From the east I summon a bird of prey; from a far-off land, a man to fulfill my purpose. What I have said, that I
will bring about; what I have planned, that I will do.

2. Understand that God has limited the days of ______________________.
Matthew 24:15-22 (ESV) “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy
place (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let the one who is on the housetop not
go down to take what is in his house, and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. And alas for women who
are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. For
then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. And if
those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.

3. ____________________________ to be confident about the future.
Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV) For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future
and a hope.

