A Shared Food
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Acts 2:42-47 (ESV) 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers. 4 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing
the proceeds to all, as any had need. 4 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added fo
their number day by day those who were being saved.

Why the breaking of bread is essential to Christ’'s Community:

1. It recognizes the Lord'’s

Luke 12:24 (NLT) Look at the ravens. They don't plant or harvest or store food in barns, for God feeds them. And you are far more
valuable to him than any birds!

Philippians 4:19 (ESV) And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Psalm 145:15-16 (ESV) The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open your hand; you satisfy the
desire of every living thing.

2. It helps unify the Lord’s

1 Corinthians 10:17 (CEV) By sharing in the same loaf of bread, we become one body, even though there are many of us.
1 Corinthians 11:33 (NIV) So then, my brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat together.

Ephesians 1:5 (NLT) God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is
what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.

3. It remembers the Lord’s

John 6:35 (ESV) Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me
shall never thirst.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (ESV) For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes.



