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Romans 2:17-29 (ESV) 17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18 and know his will and approve what 
is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19 and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to 
those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge 
and truth— 21 you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who 
say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in 
the law dishonor God by breaking the law. 24 For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of 
you.” 25 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes 
uncircumcision. 26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as 
circumcision? 27 Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and 
circumcision but break the law. 28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 
But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but 
from God. 

Why outward religion will not make you righteous before God: 
1. Because your _________________________ will not save. 

John 8:31-33 (ESV) 31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 
enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”  

2. Because your ________________________ will not save. 

James 2:10 (NLT) For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a person who has broken all of God’s laws. 

Romans 8:3-4 (NKJV) 3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 4  that the righteous requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

3. Because your ________________________ will not save. 

Deuteronomy 30:6 (ESV) And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 

Colossians 2:11-12 (ESV) In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the 
flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in 
the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 

Matthew 15:6-9 (NLT) You cancel the word of God for the sake of your own tradition. You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he 
prophesied about you, for he wrote, ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship is a 
farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.’” 
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