The Mystery of God’s Mercy
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Romans 11:25-36 (ESV) 25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, | do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial
hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is
written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 27 “and this will be my covenant with them
when | take away their sins.” 28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for
the sake of their forefathers. 22 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you were at one time disobedient
to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 3! so they too have now been disobedient in order that by
the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have
mercy on all. 33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways! 34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor2” 35 *Or who has given a gift to
him that he might be repaid?2” 3¢ For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

Understanding the mystery of God’s mercy...
1. We can be aware of God'’s

Zechariah 12:10 (ESV) “And | will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for
mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child,
and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.

1 Corinthians 1:20-24 (ESV) 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentfiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

2. We can perceive God'’s .

Ephesians 2:4-5 (ESV) 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were
dead in our frespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—

Titus 3:4-5 (ESV) 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works
done by us in righteousness, but according fo his own mercy...

3. We can acknowledge God'’s

Proverbs 3:5-7 (ESV) 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. ¢ In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.




