
A Simple Response

Simply Christmas #2 – December 12, 2021 – Pastor Gary Combs – Luke 1:26-38

Luke 1:26-38 (ESV) 26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort 
of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the 
angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, 
and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I 
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.


How to respond to God’s Word with faith:

1. Be ______________________.

Luke 1:18-20 (ESV) And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in 
years.” And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring 
you this good news. And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you 
did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.”


Isaiah 7:14 (ESV) Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.


Romans 10:17 (NKJV) So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


2. Be ______________________.

Matthew 17:5 (ESV) … behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”


James 4:6-7 (ESV) “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God.


3. Be ______________________.

Luke 1:39-45 (ESV) 39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the 
sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”u and speaks to you through His Word, as He did Mary, you will not 
be able to respond. Unless He finds us, we won’t find Him.


Titus 3:4-7 (ESV) 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works 
done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life.
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